Cracked, Leaky & Drafty Windows

Are the Windows in Your Home Failing?

Is the temperature in your home difficult to regulate? Do you feel cold or hot spots
when you stand in front of your windows? Are your windows hard to open and close?
Windows won't lock? If any of these issues sound familiar, you may have failing

windows, but these aren’t the only tell-tale indicators.
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Top 8 Signs Your House Windows May Need to be Replaced:

Drafty Windows - Drafts even when the windows are closed
Leaky Windows - Considerable heat or cold coming through the glass

Foggy Windows - Fogginess or streaking in between the panes of glass
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Condensation Between Glass Panes - Ice or condensation in between the
panes of glass

Sagging Windows - Sashes appear to be sagging

Difficult to Operate - Windows won't lock, open or close

Rotting Windows - Frames or sashes mushy to the touch
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Moldy Windows - Visible rot or mold growth
What Causes Windows to Fail?

What Causes Windows to Fail?

It's frustrating when you notice that your home’s windows are no longer functioning
properly. No one wants to look out their window and be unable to see through the
glass because of a permanently foggy window or feel drafts on a cool fall night when
the window is completely closed. So why do windows fail in the first place? Windows,
like most man-made objects, don't last forever. But there are several factors that can
cause residential windows to fail prematurely and they can be broken down into

three main categories:
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e The quality and materials of the original window

e How the window was installed

e How well the window has been cared for

The Quality of the Window

Many homeowners think all windows are the same. Unfortunately, that couldn’t be
further from the truth. Differences in materials, technology, insulating gases, glass
and coatings can vary greatly from window to window and manufacturer to
manufacturer. Just like makes and models of cars differ, so do makes and models of
windows. In most cases, the cheaper the window, the lesser the quality. And in the
case of really old windows, at the time the window was manufactured, the quality
may have been fine but advancements in technology over the last 30 years have
paved the way for much better window options. Below are a few of the more
common issues that lead to failing windows where the quality of the window comes

into play.
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Window Seal Failure

Window seal failure is one of the biggest concerns we’ve come across with cheap
windows. When seals falil, either due to cheaply made products or manufacturing
defect, any insulating gases that were inserted between the panes of glass for
energy efficiency literally float away. This is why you may feel considerable heat or
cold coming through the glass. When the insulating gas leaks out through a broken
window seal, over time it allows moisture to enter and build up, causing foggy and/or
streaky windows. In the winter this moisture can freeze which is how ice forms

between the glass panes.
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Structural Failure

I

Cracked, Leaky & Drafty Windows


https://www.stanekwindows.com/main-causes-of-leaky-drafty-rotting-windows.aspx

Cracked, Leaky & Drafty Windows

Use of Single Pane Glass

Many homes built before the 1960s used single-pane glass and either wood or
aluminum frames. If your home still has these types of windows, it's definitely time to
replace them with something more energy efficient because single-pane glass will
keep some of the elements out but will do almost nothing to help keep your home
comfortable year-round. Any forced heat from your furnace will escape right through

the glass.
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Lack of Low-e Coating

Old windows or cheaply made windows more than likely lack low-e coating. Low-e is
a microscopically thin coating that is applied to the glass to help block out harmful
UV and infrared light while allowing in visible light. A lack of low-e coating can cause
furniture and flooring to fade and may be another reason you feel considerable heat
coming through your window on a hot summer day or feel considerable cold through

the glass during the winter.
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Hardware Failure

Hardware failure is another common issue with failing windows, especially in
casement windows which crank open. Cheap hardware may break down over time
or rust and seize up making operation of the window extremely difficult. This can
create security issues for you and your family. Windows that have stainless steel

hardware and resist rust, like Stanek Windows, are an ideal choice.

Window Installation

The installation of a window is just as important as the window itself. If you have
poorly installed windows, it can negatively impact the performance of the window.

For instance:
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¢ If the window is not installed square and level, over time you may notice
difficulty opening, closing and locking the window. Improperly locking and
operating windows pose a security issue for your home.

e If flashing, trim and caulking are not installed correctly around the exterior of the
window, rain water can penetrate the opening. Over time a build up of moisture
will cause rot and mold within the walls leading to replacement of more than just
the window.

e If you feel a draft between the window and the wall, improper insulation or

installation methods may have been used.
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Window Care and Maintenance
Wood Windows
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All windows in your home need some TLC occasionally, and some types of windows
need more than others. \Wood windows, although beautiful, are notorious for needing
the most amount of care and maintenance, since wood tends to rot and warp. Wood
needs to be sanded and stained every few years to keep it looking new. If this
routine maintenance doesn’t happen, moisture can begin to seep into the wood,

causing mold growth and eventually rot.

Other Window Materials
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Other materials like composite, fiberglass and vinyl need less maintenance than

wood, but as a rule of thumb, should be cleaned and hardware lubricated every six
months or so. If your window is in a spot that exposes it to more than normal grime,
yard debris, moisture or other environmental factors, this maintenance should be

performed more often. If you don’t care for your windows, they can fail prematurely,

costing you more money and headaches in the long run.
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Failing Windows Summary

Purchasing quality windows made with superior materials to help keep your home
secure and comfortable year-round, should be a major consideration instead of just
price. Sure, cheap windows are less expensive up front, but you’'ll end up replacing
them decades sooner than quality-made windows. And you’ll more than likely end up
paying more to heat and cool your home over time than if you were to purchase

guality, energy-efficient windows, like Kehl Windows, in the beginning.
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At Kehl Windows, we custom design and manufacture exceptional quality and

energy-efficient windows for your home. Our windows are structurally reinforced and
utilize quality hardware as well as exceptional spacers and seals. Plus, our windows
are installed by expert craftsmen to ensure optimal performance. Whether you are
looking to replace a single failing window or an entire house of windows and doors,
we can help! To get started, simply call us at 1-800-230-8301 or fill out our online
form. One of our window experts will come to your home at your convenience and
assess your existing windows, make recommendations for replacement, and leave

you with a project estimate. We look forward to learning how we can help you!

Our downloadable resources provide helpful, educational information to aid your
window buying process. Download helpful tips on how to purchase windows and
discover who makes the best windows for your investment. Want to compare window

companies? Download our window comparison chart or our FREE checkilist.
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Vivamus
vestibulum ntulla
nec ante.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit,
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitationullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo
consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in repreheerit
involuptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla
pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat nonproident,
sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

Sed egestas, ante et vulputate volutpat, eros pede
semper est, vitae luctus metus libero eu augue. Morbi
purus libero, faucibus adipiscing, commodo quis, gravida
id, est. Sed lectus. Praesent elementum hendrerit tortor.
Sed semper lorem at felis. Vestibulum volutpat, lacus a
ultrices sagittis, mi neque euismod dui, eu pulvinar nunc
sapien ornare nisl. Phasellus pede arcu, dapibus eu,
fermentum et, dapibus sed, urna.



